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I. Examples of the Dissemination of Fake News
about North Korea: An Analysis and Evaluation

Kwan-Sei Lee (Director, The Institute for Far Eastern Studies)

1. Research Background

[J Increasing concern about the spread of “fake news’
following changes in the media environment.

[J The need to analyze the reliability of information
about North Korea and its impact on South Korea's
policies toward North Korea.

2. An Analysis of Media Trends Regarding Rumors Surrounding
Kim Jong Un’s Ill Health

[J 3,283 news articles from 54 media outlets in Korea using
Bigkinds Big Data Analysis (Search conducted on May 4,
2020)

O Analysis of Trends in Articles Published

- Failed to attend a SPA meeting

1 MeEr @ <+ CNN reported on Kim's "grave condition” ®
+ Disappeared from public view I\

450
+ Failed to attend a ceremony honoring Kim Il Sung's birthday at 400
the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun
I [ ] PR 350
| \L
+ A South Korean' expert raised / \ 300
questions abouyt Kim's health
i 250
.\ . [} 200
\ / \ °
| \C; / \ 150
| N, 7 \ /
Y o .“ N \ 100
o Vol e 4 ! i 8l
Y/ g * A South Korean expert raised questions about Kim's 50
R4 ¢ health
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- The start of reporting on rumors of Kim Jong Un’s ill health
began on April 20 by a North Korea-focused outlet and
related articles increased dramatically after CNN reported
Kim Jong Un was in “grave condition” on April 21.

O Related keyword “Word cloud” analysis (from the top-ranking
1,000 articles)
The Day of
KCNA the Sun

(Korean Central i | Trends. Donald Trum
News Agency) Unusual Trends ¢ " il H'Ouse
Kim Jong Un

health rumor cyna Pyongyang

Kim Yo-jong

COVID-19
Kim Il Sung

The Mystery of North
Korea's Kim Jong Un

- ‘CNN’, which amplified the related news via the report of ‘health in
grave danger’, which originated from Chairman Kim Jong-un’s fll
health’ and ‘Day of the Sun’, were featured as related words.

O Word Relationship Map

Person Place Organization! ® &5 7
6 7 6 o

Graph Structure Type

BT oy mes outit

Weight (no, of related articles:
More than 11 and less than 100 First Vice Director

Candidate Mem e.
= - e s

Leader

corona China Japan coronal9

Kim Yo-jong . . .
g North Pyongan
& &Vorkers Party of Korea ] Province
Kim Jong U
Ki’ong I gVt [Chairman
h
" c.rSeearch Word .
. Korean Central TV

Political Bureau

Ki&ng . USA President
® e
. Spokesman USA

Kumsusan Palace ’ Blue
of the Sun Ministry of House
Unification

Myohyangsan
Rumors of lliness

Daily NK
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- The reason that “North Hamgyong Province” and “Myohyangsan”
appear despite having been rarely linked with Kim Jong Un in the
past is because of the news that Kim had undergone a medical
procedure in Myohyangsan.

- The reason that Daily NK, which first reported on Kim's rumored
illness, and CNN, which increased the number of articles after its
reporting on Kim’s “grave condition,” both appear on the map is
because South Korean media outlets cited both of those outlets
profusely.

3. The Patterns and Characteristics of “Fake News” about
North Korea

[ Four Stages: Production — Dissemination and Streng-
thening — Reproduction and Extensive Dissemination
— Verification

; - o Reproduction and
Production Dissemination and ; —_
(Raising Doubts) Strengthening DissEx;mf\;vt?on Verification
« Spread of * Domestic and
ppread ob | foreign media
* Domestically take news outlets . News item is
- A specific through reproduce found o have
outlet established the reports by been falsel
- Bxpert outlets citing each cen adsefy
- Defector o Dlis other reported after
Politicians I ced official report
and experts * Issues raise
* Overseas add to are added or gom North
- Mass media original changed to orea
reporting existing
information

O The route of the spreading of fake news about North Korea
has generally been established in South Korean media
outlets, but recently social media and “personal broadcast
platforms” have expanded this.

O When fake news is spread from abroad into South Korea,
South Korean media outlets fail to properly confirm the
reports because of the authority foreign outlets have.

- Foreign media outlets also fail to properly confirm accurately the

facts surrounding the deaths of leaders all over the world.

I 23 Bl S91R REAR 487} (2°FSummary) 13



[AE] & 7120 oA 99

B

o2 O, (R 0 o\

©20.4.11. - A&
s

o

20.4.15.

o

20.4.17.

o

20.4.20.

o

20.4.21.

A © 20422
A%
(A1)

o

<t

©20.4.23.

©20.4.24.

©20.4.25.
©20.4.26.

HH 0

9 BT A 519 7 o]F 4] A4
>3

l
- e YR FAESEA A 2

i
rO
i)
pri
1=

7L o Az 5 BE
Bl B8 414

|

r_04

1o
i

- 9% QE Au BE Y2714 A
- CNN, % #5328 2 99y 9548 Be

229 e F5 @ 74 3
- %9] 959 91U, W S WA, A ol A
- SO S R A AP A

- QR I Poly &Y wiE gy AW HE
SRS ROlHRHEY oMY, A AFY SNSC]
AR

S5jo)9) gAlAr EY KA A

A= o= TR0 SR 7] APY YA ol
154 A ]

* NSC AI91913] 219] ol% BExz £3), ‘Sold

B = H =y 21 A 0lo0 O Bl =
B3 iy 5% 4AT & gleE 9] &

|
X,
i

23199 GAl AT Fohe A ok
- U5 ) A2 e 2
22’ 4]

l
2olH B4 ‘F% 7 AWt 5 tED WA HE
J

AR 9IE, 50099 F o)Al gt N

38k, AL ABUR} A AR Blel BE 9 m

o WA 34

QR A3 NSC Al9Igs] EYE © 2]
FUINH 2 R o5 QoS B

SRS ABE giS



[Attachment] A Summary of Major Examples of Fake News

Cate-
gory

Rumors
Surround-
ing High-

Level
North
Korean
Officials

Example

Name

Kim
Jong
Un
in
il|
Health

about North Korea

How it Spread

020.4.11. - After chairing a politburo meeting, Kim disappeared
|

020.4.15. - Kim did not show up to the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun ceremony
{

020.4.17. - A North Korea expert suggested that Chairman Kim may be suffering
from an illness. Some media outlets report this on their online news
platforms and suggest that something may have happened to the North
Korean leader l

00.4.20. - Daily NK reports that Kim is convalescing at a villa after undergoing a
cardiovascular procedure on April 12. This report spreads quickly
through Internet-based news (l)utlets

020.4.21. - Some media outlets report the story in their hard-copy editions,
speculating on the gravity and probability of the story
CNN quotes a US government official who states that the US government
is monitoring Kim's “grave condition”
The KRW-USD exchange rate dips along with stocks
The head of the South Korean National Assembly's foreign affairs and
unification committee suggests that Pyongyang has been “completely shut
off’ and that something has happened to Kim
National Assemblyman-elect claims that Kim is in “grave condition” after
a cardiovascular procedure and that someone other than Chairman Kim
is running the country

020.4.22. - Some media outlets report that Kim Yo Jong has been preparing to take
over from Kim Jong Un since late last year

020.4.23. - En }éis (siocial media account, the chairman of the WNPF claims that Kim

as die

National Assemblyman-elect suggests that Kim Pyong Il could take over

as leader

Japanese media speculates that Kim Jong Un is in Wonsan to avoid

COVID-19

* After an NSC standing committee meeting, the NSC releases a press
release stating that “no unusual movements’ have been detected in
North Korea

|
©'20.4.24. - National Assemblyman-elect mentions that Kim Jong Un is “unable to
move
Some South Korean media outlets claim that Kim is in Wonsan and is
“quarantining’ himself due to COVID-19 fears
|

©20.4.25. - Reuters reports that China sent several medical experts into North Korea
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Cate-  Example

gory  Name How it Spread

{
020.4.26. - Japanese media reports that around 50 medical experts from China were
“urgently” sent to North Korea
- 38 Nortf; reports that Kim's train is in Wonsan and this leads to
speculation that he is in ‘hiding” there due to COVID-19 fears
Kim * At a National Assembly hearing, the minister of unification emphasized
that there are no “special movements™ in North Korea based on the NSC

J%ng standing committee press releftse and other agency reports
n
in ©720.4.27. - Speculation surrounding Kim's health continue after National
1 Assemblyman-elect conducts interviews with CNN and South Korean
R Helih media along with posts on his social media account
umors  Healt |
Surround- 020.5.1. - A National Assemblyman-elect said that he was 99% sure that Kim had
ing High- died last weekend l
Level 020.5.2. - Kim makes an appearance at a ceremony celebrating the completion of
North the Sunchon Phosphate Fertilizer Plant
Korean 0'19.2 - Speculation began over the fate of Kim Yong Chul and Kim Hyuk Chul
Officials after the US-DPRK summit in February 2019

019.5.31. - Influential South Korean media outlet cites North Korean sources that
Kim Yong Chul was sent to forced labor and Kim Hyuk Chul was shot

Kim - NYT reports that nobody refuted that information in Washington DC
Yong - Yonhap and other South Korean outlets and foreign outlets report on this
Chul * Influential South Korean outlet reports on “surge in purges” in Pyongyang
Purged o ‘19.6.3. - Influential South Korean outlet runs statements from US and Japanese
officials and foreign outlets
© Kim Yong Chul accompanied Kim Yo Jong and Kim Jong Un on public appearances
four days after these reports
013.12 - When Kim Kyung Hee did not appear in public after Jang Song Thaek
was executed in December 2013, South Korean and international media
continued to speculate that she was in “grave condition,” had suffered
from a stroke or had comrnitied suicide
0°15.5.11 - CNN reported on May 11, 2015 citing a high-level defector that Kim
Kim Kyung Hee had been poisoned in May 2014
Kyung ©°15.5.12 - South Korean outlets report this as headline news
Hee - The story flooded the media through interviews with defectors and experts
Poisoned + High-level defector claims, perhaps Park Jae Kyung who defected in

January, claims Kim Kyung Hee was poisoned ,
+ Bxpert claims that the source was a manager of Kim Jong Un's secret
funds and member of the Central Committee

o'Kim Kyung Hee was seen appearing yvith Kim Jong Un (at a performance
commemorating the Lunar New Year's holiday) in early 2020, six years and four
months after her “disappearance” in September 2013
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Cate-  Example How it Spread
gory  Name

0'86.11.16. - South Korean media reported that Kim Il Sung may have died based
on Japanese diplomatic sources and reports from the 38th Parallel
!
" Kim1l ° '86.11.18. - There were reports that Kim Il Sung had been ousted and that he had
High- Sung been shot to death by the military (November 18, 1986)
}
Shot LO o For seven days from November 10 until he reemerged on November 18, media
De outlets expressed sympathy about the death of the North Korean leader
Officials ) l
0'86.11.19. - Speculation was quieted after Kim II Sung reappeared at a meeting
with the head of Mongolia on November 19
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II. A Psychological Analysis of the Spread of Fake
News

HyungJong Lee (Professor, The Institute for Far Eastern Studies)

O Fake News and Social Decay

O The recent reports about Chairman Kim Jong Un's ill
health/death along with other examples of “fake news” have
caused security concerns to spike, currency rates to fluctuate,
and stock prices to fall among other economic damage.

O The issue of “fake news” is not limited to South Korea. Fake
news reached critical levels during the 2016 US presidential
election, can be seen in news about China and the COVID-19

crisis, and has even led to social decay in Europe.

O The dissemination of fake news, or slander of other in-
dividuals or groups, is as old as human civilization itself.
However, its dissemination is no longer a local problem but
a national issue, as today's mobile communication tech-
nologies allow ordinary people to acquire and share in-
formation easier than ever before, rendering globally-con-

nected populations susceptible to fake news.

O Spreading Fake News: The Actors

O The groups involved in fake news can be categorized as pro-

. 7P 2k Ao dist Aeld 24 (89F/Summary) _21
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ducers, spreaders, and consumers.

O Producers may produce fake news to promote a particular
political belief, and may also collect economic benefits for
doing so.

O Spreaders of fake news share similar motivations with pro-
ducers, and can also be consumers of fake news.

O The Psychological Characteristics of Producers

O The psychology of producers and disseminators of fake news
can be likened to that of soldiers involved in Internet-based
psychological warfare. These “soldiers” have no sense of shame
or regrets about sharing fake news, which is aimed at max-
imizing the benefits of their own group at the expense of others.

O The producers of fake news arm themselves with a strong sense
of duty and purpose and conceal any feelings of pity, sym-
pathy, or responsibility for the pain they inflict on others. They
care nothing about the criticism they receive for spreading
fake information and share psychological characteristics sim-
ilar to that of martyrs or soldiers ardently devoted to a cause.

O The Psychological Characteristics of Spreaders

O Members of the media are often involved in the production
and spread of fake news. These individuals tend to lack ethics
and/or expertise. Their spread of fake news for economic gain
is a more serious issue. The lack of ethics and morals of such

0. 7P 2k A0 dist A=ld 24 (29F/Summary) _23
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individuals summons the legal question of punishment.

O Ordinary people, faced with the uncertainties of modern soci-

ety, view fake news and share it with others for various rea-
sons, such as to strengthen their bonds with other people,
make themselves look interesting, or improve their own trou-
bled sense of being.

O Fake news tends to spread easily within religious groups and

among the socially vulnerable, including North Korean de-
fectors, regardless of age or educational background.

O The Psychological Characteristics of Consumers

O The more socially vulnerable someone is—due to age, educa-

tional background, or ability to acquire information, etc.—the
greater the potential impact fake news will have on them.
For young people who have yet to form strong opinions or
beliefs, fake news can create inappropriate beliefs, or pro-
duce or strengthen certain political opinions within them.

O The mechanisms of efficient information processing, such as

the theory of motivation and confirmation bias, act together
to create a sense of certainty about fake news one sees while
other information closer to the truth yet in disagreement with
the phony reports is selectively ignored.

O Some consumers of fake news want to heighten their solid-

arity with others or improve their own sense of importance.
Fake news may strengthen their beliefs, and thus they then
try to actively share that news and those beliefs with others.

. 7P 2t Ao oist Aela 24 (29F/Summary) _25
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[0 How Should We Respond to the Spread of Fake News

O The spread of fake news creates and/or intensifies social divi-
sions and prevents the realization of policies based on broad
societal agreement. Among the efforts needed to prevent the
spread of fake news, there is a need to promote balanced com-
munication between polarized political groups and improve-
ment of awareness of ethics among information producers.

O The most efficient method of responding to the issue of fake
news is not moral-based criticism or punishment of behavior
based on strong political beliefs; rather, efforts need to focus
on creating a strong system to remove the link between pro-
ducing fake news and acquiring secondary gains.

O Strengthening of ethics of producers and consumers of fake
news, along with self-reflection among members of polarized
political groups are needed to prevent the spread of fake
news, which only serves to harm healthy public discussion,
prevent government policies form being realized, and incite
social disruption.

0. 7P 24k A0 dist Aeld 24 (89F/Summary) _27
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Ill. The Societal Impact of Fake News Concerning
North Korea and How to Respond

Woo Young Lee (Professor, University of North Korean Studies)

1. The Conditions that Produce Fake News about North Korea

O The production of fake news regarding North Korea is an
important social issue given that it has become somewhat
of an “infodemic” on the divided Korean Peninsula, and
because it impacts both inter-Korean relations and South
Korean society at a certain level.

O The increasing democratization of South Korean society
has led to a weakening of the state’s monopolistic hold on
information regarding North Korea. While relatively pro-
gressive governments have allowed more information about
North Korea to flow into the public sphere, conservative
media outlets, along with an organized conservative-lean-
ing civil society, that criticize the government’s policies to-
ward North Korea aimed at bringing about inter-Korean
reconciliation, have conflicted with the state and have be-
gun efforts to collect politically conservative-oriented in-
formation about North Korea independently.

O As a result of globalization, movement between nations has
increased along with the information flowing between them.
A great deal of information related to North Korea is in-
cluded in this broader flow of information and increasing
informatization has made it possible for information to flow
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across borders on a daily basis. Now, information regarding
North Korea which was inaccessible in the past is freely be-
ing disseminated.

O The number of North Korean defectors who have settled in
South Korea has increased and they have taken on the role
of providing information about North Korea. Cable TV
shows have found success in airing programs featuring
North Korean defectors, while some media outlets have
hired defectors as journalists. This has allowed them to
become recognized officially as “messengers” of information
regarding North Korea.

O The rise of the information age has led to a massive
increase in “personal media outlets.” This has led to a huge
number of conservative-leaning YouTube channels, and
these personal media outlets are actively using titillating
information related to North Korea to gain both interest
from the political and social spheres and to gain economic
benefits.

2. Characteristics of Fake News Regarding North Korea

O While most of the fake news related to North Korea involves
the Supreme Leader and major members of the political
elite, a great deal of this fake news concerns the loss of pow-
er due to a death or other negative news such as executions.

O Fake news concerning North Korea recently is focused on:
1. Damaging the justifications of current and past pro-
gressive governments promoting peace-oriented poli-

cies toward North Korea:
2. Placing emphasis on the abnormal nature of North
Korean society to promote an atmosphere of con-
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frontation while also aiming to bring about the collapse
of the North Korean regime;

3. Acquire economic benefits through the spread of fake
news.

O Recent examples of fake news regarding North Korea have
spread through the following route: 1) a defector
organization or individual defector expresses an opinion;
2) a South Korean YouTube channel or ‘new media” outlet
introduces the opinion as news; 3) the report is published
by foreign media; 4) established South Korean media
outlets report on it; and 5) the report spreads into South
Korea's political sphere.

3. The Domestic Impact of Fake News Regarding North Korea

O Conservative political parties and media outlets have long
connected South-South conflict with a “flexible” set of
policies toward North Korea and the integration policies of
“incapable” governments. In short, they have produced and
disseminated fake news about North Korea to encourage
South-South conflict.

O South Korean society faces a “North Korea risk” given the
continued division of the Korean Peninsula. The death of
someone in the highest echelons of North Korea's power
structure could damage the stability of inter-Korean
relations and the Korean Peninsula. The spread of such
fake news could create instability in South Korea's
political, economic, and social spheres.

O Fake news about North Korea stresses the “abnormal”
nature of North Korea and increases anti-North Korean
feelings among South Koreans.
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O Defectors have grown in importance as messengers and
producers of fake news about North Korea. Ultimately,
once the reports they spread are revealed as fake news,
South Koreans will lose confidence in both them and the
wider defector community.

4. How to Respond to Fake News about North Korea

O The government and civil society should not be in
confrontation with each other about information related
to North Korea. Instead, the government should share
sufficient information about North Korea and should work
with civil society to verify information together.

1. The government must make public as much information
about North Korea as possible.

2. The government and public institutions need to consider
implementing a service to publicize information about
North Korea to help move beyond restrictions on
information regarding the country.

O Civil society, not the state, should work to remove fake
news about North Korea, which means there is a need for
media related organizations to play a more active role.
3. Consideration must be made into creating the basis for

reporting and arbitrating fake news about North Korea
to the Press Arbitration Commission and other related
institutions.

O Media organizations must cultivate experts on North Korea
to ensure they report accurately on the country.
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IV. The Impact of Fake News about North Korea on
National Security and How We Should Respond

Dong-Yub Kim (Professor, The Institute for Far Eastern Studies)

1. Looking at “Fake News” about North Korea from a National

Security Perspective

O “Fake news” about North Korea is shared by people with the
same kind of thinking and is an expression of confirmation bias

due to groupthink based on ever-more extreme political logic.

- Fake news is produced and disseminated by a wide range of actors
with clear motives and goals. This means that “fake news” about
North Korea is not just based on a simple “difference in opinion”
or ‘lack of information”; rather, it is based on intentional efforts

by various actors to disseminate their opinions broadly.

- “Fake news” about North Korea is not spread for personal rea-
sons; it is spread by groups in South Korea and abroad and

could match up with the interests of a particular country.

O The health of Kim Jong Un is an extremely important issue on
the Korean Peninsula and there exists the perennial concern
that another round of fake news regarding the leader could

erupt into a national security issue.

- The dissemination of news about Kim Jong Un’s ill health should
be viewed carefully given that it may be related to the
COVID-19 situation, the results of South Korea's National

Assembly elections, and the US presidential election.
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2. Damaging Inter-Korean Relations and South Korea’s Policies
Toward North Korea

O Fake news about North Korea runs counter to the spirit of the
inter-Korean Basic Agreement and South Korea's constitution,
and also violates the South Korean government's plans to unite
the two Koreas and the current administration’s desire to bring

peace and prosperity to the Korean Peninsula.

- Fake news about North Korea, which includes news about Kim
Jong Un's ill health or discussions on succession or an
“unexpected event” in North Korea, potentially creates dis-
content in North Korea and may lead to an impasse in in-

ter-Korean relations.

- The spread of fake news in South Korea about North Korea
may also lead to a situation where “fake news” produced in

North Korea also becomes reported in the media.

O Obstacles to Expanding Inter-Korean Relations and South

Korea's Policies Toward North Korea

- If “fake news” about North Korea continues to be produced
in South Korea, inter-Korean relations could face negative
consequences in the future and could provide North Korea

with pretexts during negotiations.

- The spread of “fake news’ also increases national security fears
in South Korean society and deepens distrust toward North
Korea. Altogether, this makes it difficult for the government

to move forward with its policies.
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3. Creates Needless National Security Costs and Stymies

Diplomatic and National Security Policies

O Fake news about North Korea creates anxiety among the people

toward national security.

O Fake news also creates unnecessary labor and costs by South
Korea's military to maintain a state of alert and react to military

crises.

- The “national security fatigue” created by fake news accumu-
lates to create gaps in national security and national se-

curity-related anxieties.

- It damages the stable management of the security situation on
the peninsula and destroys opportunities to take advantage of

new engines for improvement.

- Fake news may induce North Korea to place all the blame on
South Korea for a real flareup in tensions and could lead to

misjudgment by that government.

O Deepens the risk to Korea and damages diplomatic policies due
to falling trust with other countries.

- Fake news about North Korea in South Korea contributes to
decreased trust in South Korea's understanding about North
Korea, its ability to collect information about the country, and

trust in South Korea's policies toward North Korea.

- Fake news about North Korea also provides pretext for other

countries to get involved in the Korean Peninsula’s issues.
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4. A National Security-based Response to “Fake News” about
North Korea

O There is an imperative for the government, political sphere,
and civil society to work together to prevent the politicization

of fake news about North Korea.

- The political sphere must understand that arguments over “fake
news about North Korea damage the country’s national

security.

- There is a need to energize “strategic communication” and im-
plement systematic management over DIME (Diplomacy,
Intelligence, Military, Economics) in regards to ‘fake news’
about North Korea.

O The expansion of access to high-quality and objective in-

formation about North Korea.

- Find ways to permit broad dissemination of North Korea-re-

lated information.

- North Korea experts, academics, and relevant institutions and
organizations must work together to create high-quality and
trustworthy information about North Korea to ensure ordinary

people can think critically about “fake news.”

O It is imperative to help foreign media organizations and experts
to improve their understanding or correct misunderstandings
about North Korea.
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V. The Desirable Role and Attitude of Members of
the Media and Experts

Eul-Chul Lim (Professor, The Institute for Far Eastern Studies)

O Members of the media and experts should conduct strict
self-censorship, reflection, and take special countermeasures
to prevent the spread of fake news regarding North Korea in
the future.

- The following steps are proposed as a way to guarantee
that members of the media and experts ensure they adhere
to desirable roles in reporting on North Korea.

O (Move Toward “Peace-oriented Journalism”) There is a need
to move away from journalism aimed at creating ungrounded
distrust and hatred toward North Korea, along with conflict
and division in South Korean society, that is based on the hope
that South Korea will absorb North Korea or that North
Korea's government will collapse.

- Media outlets that deal with North Korea-related issues
should contribute to long-lasting peace and stability on the
Korean Peninsula.

O (Strengthen the Media’s Ability to Self-censor) Given the lack
of heavy punishment or other legal devices aimed at holding
media outlets responsible for their reporting, there is a need

for media companies to follow the “Journalism Code of Ethics.”

V. 53 B SR gk AR H AEVHEY g3t A4 (82F/Summary) _45



O (ABA AHA o] gt g3t AH2 A=) A=A &

R A EE EA5tAL, THthe g7 Ao At A5

a

HE3foF 2.
- OI& flsiM = BRI EEe HE A7 Ao g5 3 e

22 94 A ZA £Ol5}L, FOIE ol Zofufo} T,

O (387} Aeto] )ola] Aot A2 e BAE X)) B}z e A
715t 91719) gl BAG oL Bat Bl @ mol R
792 Aglo] mlA e R ke d
o] AEAEe| o)} o

- 53 ARl SEG EAE S5 olashs Hhg flolA] 7j20)



- Section four of the Journalism Code of Ethics (Newspaper
Code of Ethics) states that “Our journalists will accurately,
objectively and fairly report on all aspects of the facts at
hand.”

O (Establish and Ensure Adherence to Basic Rules Governing
Reporting on North Korea) To prevent the worsening of an
“infodemic” where unverified information is spread based on
political inclinations or selective facts, a prominent media-re-
lated organization must create a basic set of guidelines for
media outlets to follow.

- These guidelines should ensure that reports based on
unclear evidence regarding North Korea should only be
written up as articles after consultations with government
officials or experts and that the reports do not harm peace
on the Korean Peninsula or inter-Korean relations as part
of a “great race” to release articles faster than competitors.

O (Media Companies Should Strengthen Their Ability to Judge
Information They Receive and Should Work Together with the
Government) Media companies need to have a system to in-
dependently analyze information from North Korea and need
to strengthen their abilities to analyze this information to en-
sure their reporting is as verifiable as possible.

- The South Korean government needs to quickly build a
broad-ranging system together with the media and expert
groups regarding reporting on North Korea.
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O (Introduce a System of Cooperation Between the Two Koreas
to Prevent False Reports and Enable the Publishing of
Corrections and Rebuttals) Basic measures should be taken to
improve South Korea's media environment to reduce the
amount of fake news, false reporting, and even fabrications
that increases distrust and confrontation between the two
Koreas. Meanwhile, the government should proactively review
the introduction of a system to prevent false reporting and
enable the publishing of corrections and rebuttals.

- The government should place media exchanges as a priority
in the agenda to discuss with North Korea when inter-Korean
talks resume and take a lead in managing those discussions.

O (Strengthen the Awareness of Fthics Among Expert Groups and
Present a New Framework of Analysis) The negative impact
of false reports and fake news regarding North Korea that flow
into the media during times of crisis more than times of peace
are critically damaging to South Korean society. This situation
underlines the importance of the role of experts along with
the need for them to have a strong awareness of ethics.

- With a basis of understanding about North Korea's unique
characteristics, there is a need to analyze and evaluate events
in North Korea outside the limits of the existing conservative
framework of analysis and to focus on the various changes
in the country that contrast with the past. Media outlets must
take the lead in ensuring that a rational and logical discussion
takes place about North Korea by using fair, accurate, and
objective expressions and terminology.
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